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1. Define the term: pest and provide 3 examples of pests.

2. What is the economic impact of pests in the US?

3. Evaluate the claim that “farming produces special environmental and ecological conditions that tend to promote weeds”.

4. What evolutionary advantages allow weeds to compete with crops for light, water, nutrients and space to grow?

5. What was the advantage and disadvantage of arsenic as an early pesticide?

6. Identify 3 broad spectrum chemical insecticides. What advantage and disadvantage do they offer as pesticides?

7. Identify 4 biological control agents of pests. What advantage do these have over chemical pesticides?

8. What does the acronym IPM stand for? How is it different from traditional methods of pest control?

9. Explain the statement “the maze problem is solved by the dumbest of animals”.

10. Describe 3 characteristics of an IPM. Do chemical pesticides play a role in IPMs? Hypothesize why this might be so.

11. Which form of pesticides is the largest water pollutant in the US? How do they enter freshwater sources?

12. List 4 examples of herbicides.

13. A closer look 12.2


a) Describe 3 specific disadvantages of DDT


b) When DDT decomposes, what two byproducts are formed?


c) When was DDT banned in the US?


d) Despite the ban, DDT is still manufactured in the US, though not used here legally. For what purpose is DDT manufactured here?


e) Why is DDT still an important world issue in pest control?


f) What is an organophosphate? In what ways do they differ from DDT?


g) Although initially effective, many chemical pesticides result in secondary pest outbreaks. Describe two ways in which this can occur.

